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International Baccalaureate 
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Understanding IB
★ The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, 

knowledgeable & caring young people who help to create a 
better & more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding & respect.   

★ To achieve this goal, the organization works with schools, 
governments & international organizations to develop 
challenging programmes of international education and 
rigorous assessment.

★ These programmes encourage students across the world to 
become active, compassionate & lifelong learners who 
understand that other people, with their differences, can also be 
right.



An IB Education

★ Fosters international-mindedness in an 
conceptual, inquiry-based framework

★ Allows students to develop future-ready skills & 
attributes (e.g. Learner Profiles & IB’s Approaches 
to Learning)

★ Engages students in broad, balanced course loads

★ Builds independence & interdependence in 
learning.



IB MYP at Whitman MS

★ MYP focuses on:
○ Inquiry and exploration
○ Learning Skills such as 

communication, research and 
social skills

○ Reflection 

★ As an IB School we focus on 
teaching students to be global 
citizens who use critical thinking 
skills, and are encouraged to take 
ownership and reflect on their 
learning.  We do this through 
teaching the approaches to 
learning (ATL SKills) and using a 
balance and inquiry based 
curriculum. 

All students take:

● English, Math, Science, 
Social Studies, Health 
and PE

All students engage in:

● Inquiry-based instruction 
through conceptual units

● Performance-based 
assessments

● Interdisciplinary learning

● Service learning

During 7th and/or 8th grade, 
we expect students to take:

● Arts
Band, Orchestra, Chorus, 
Art, Theater

● Design
FACS, Technology

● World Language
French, Spanish, German

Course selections are made in 
partnership with students, families, & 
Whitman’s Student Services team

**For students who are interested in seeking 
an IB Diploma in high school, it is beneficial 
and suggested that students complete 1 full 
year of a world language and Algebra I. For 
more information about this pathway and 
alternatives, please contact Mount Vernon 
HS IB Coordinators.



Our School Partnership

Whitman MS MYP 
Coordinator
Ms. Suarez

psuarezdelre@fcps.edu 

Mount Vernon HS MYP 
Coordinator: Ms. Dooley 

kpdooley@fcps.edu
Mount Vernon HS DP/CP 

Coordinator: Ms. Freeland 
scfreeland@fcps.edu 

mailto:psuarezdelre@fcps.edu
mailto:kpdooley@fcps.edu
mailto:scfreeland@fcps.edu


Thomas Jefferson High 
School for Science and 

Technology



TJHSST Overview

● Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and 

Technology

○ Comprehensive program that focuses on STEM

● The core skills and values emphasize and promote: 

critical inquiry and research, problem solving skills, 

intellectual curiosity, and social responsibility

● Diploma includes the completion of an original 

engineering or experimental research project in an 

on-campus lab or off-site through a Mentorship 

program at a government, corporate, or university 

research laboratory. 



TJHSST Requirements

Requirements for 2025-2026 School Year*
● Must have 3.5 GPA or higher (7th grade-1st 

Q of 8th grade)

● Must be enrolled in Algebra Honors 1 or 
Geometry Honors

● Must be enrolled in Honors Science

● Must be enrolled in one additional honors 
class or identified as a Young Scholar.



Whitman’s 
Mathematics 
Department



Math Department 
Overview

● Place students in class with appropriate level of 
rigor.

● Prepare students to take Algebra 1 in 8th grade 
and  Geometry in 9th grade.

When considering to move from on-grade level 
math class to an honors math class:
➔ Move is called “skipping a grade level in math 

instruction.”
➔ Students may miss significant math content and 

concepts when moving classes.



Middle School Math Progression

On Grade 
Level

1 Grade Level Above 2 Grade Levels Above 

Grade 
7

Math 7 Math 7 HN Algebra 1 HN*

Grade 
8

Pre-Algebra Algebra 1 or Algebra 
1 HN

Geometry HN

Grade 
9

Algebra 1 Geometry HN Algebra 2 HN



Math 7 Honors & Algebra 1

• Math 7 Honors follows an accelerated math curriculum which requires 
students to master the content assessed on the Math 8 SOL assessment. 
• Both Math 7 and Math 7 Honors prepare students for Algebra 1 or 

Algebra 1 Honors in 8th grade.

• Algebra 1 Honors is open enrollment for all 8th grade students; however, 
there are specific requirements for 7th grade enrollment.
• Successful completion of Advanced Mathematics Grade 6 curriculum or 

a year-long accelerated mathematics program. 
• Score at or above the 91st percentile on the Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test 

(IAAT)*
• Score a pass advanced (500 or above) on the 7th grade SOL*



Advanced Academic 
Program



Advanced
Academic
Program 

Meeting our goals requires:
● Development of critical and creative thinking skills 

in culturally responsive learning environments
● Rigorous and relevant curriculum in students’ zone 

of proximal development.
● Opportunities for reflection, goal setting, and 

exploration of passions and pathways
● Differentiation “by name and by need” to address 

cognitive and affective needs
● Access to an academic peer group with similar needs 

for pacing and depth/complexity of learning
● Advocacy for groups historically underrepresented 

in advanced courses (YS, 2e, ELs)



Advanced Academics Program

New Full Time AAP Services with Cluster Grouping!

● Students will be grouped by AA designation together in core content 
classes (English, Social Studies and Science).

● Students will receive full-time AA services with students who have 
also been centrally screened

Reminder: students who are zoned for Whitman will go on to Mt. 
Vernon for High School.



Whitman’s Academic 
Advising Overview 



Open Enrollment for 
Honors Classes

● Honors classes are open to all students who seek academic rigor 
and prepares students for future success as they prepare for high 
school and postsecondary education. 

● Students may self-enroll in one or more honors courses in areas 
that match their academic interests or strengths.

● The goal is to help students find the right academic match. 
Students work with their school counselor during academic 
advising to ensure they are in the appropriate classes.



8th Grade Core 
Class Options

]

• English 8
• Physical Science 
• Civics 8
• Pre Algebra
• Algebra 1
• Health & PE 8

● English 8 HN
● English 8 AA
● Physical Science HN
● Physical Science AA
● Civics HN
● Civics AA
● Algebra 1 Honors*
● Geometry HN
● Health & PE 8



8th Grade Full Year 
Elective Course Options

● Performing Arts
○ Band*
○ Orchestra*
○ Chorus
○ Percussion 

Ensemble*

● Language Acquisition 
○ Spanish 1B
○ German 1B
○ French 1B
○ Spanish for Heritage Speakers 1B
○ Spanish Immersion 2 

(ES Immersion school students only)

○ Spanish 1
○ French 1

● Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (application required)

● Leadership Development 
(application required)

● STEM in the Garden 

* Courses may require a materials 
fee



8th Grade Semester Elective 
Course Options

* Courses may require a materials fee

● Visual Arts
○ Art Foundations*
○ 3D Art Exploration* (must complete Art Foundation)
○ Computers in Art (must complete Art Foundation)

● Performing Arts
○ Theatre Arts Appreciation
○ Advanced Theatre Arts Appreciation (must complete Theatre Arts 

Appreciation)
○ Musical Theatre 
○ Technical Theatre
○ Piano Lab*
○ Guitar*
○ Foundations of Yoga for Wellness



8th Grade Semester Elective 
Course Options

* Courses may require a materials fee

● Design
○ Engineering 1*
○ Engineering 2* (must complete Engineering 1)
○ Engineering 3* ( must complete Engineering 2)

○ Family and Consumer Sciences 2*
○ Computer Solutions 
○ Coding & Innov Tech  (must complete Computer 

Solutions)



Academic Advising 
Overview



Academic Advising
● Academic advising will begin January 

30th and conclude on February 10th. 

● Students will participate in pre 
advising lessons facilitated by the 
school counselors on January 30th & 
January 31st.

● Students will be taught how to enter 
courses. 

● Students will be required to get the 
paper copy of the course selection 
sheet signed by a parent or guardian. 

● The signature indicates parents have 
seen the courses.

● Students will enter their course 
requests directly into StudentVUE 
February 3rd-February 7th. 

● School counselors will visit each 
History class to support them during 
this process.

● School counselors will meet with 
students to discuss course request, as 
needed, to ensure the courses 
selected are appropriate.  

● Signed course selection sheets are 
due February 3rd & February 4th.



2025-2026 8th Grade 
Course Selection Sheet



Department Contact
● Colleen Hooper, Director of Student Services:cmhooper1@fcps.edu 

● Tiashia Roberts, Lead School Counselor: tnroberts@fcps.edu

● Cara Shirley, School Counselor: cbshirley@fcps.edu 

● Dana Smith, School Counselor: dmsmith@fcps.edu

● Liliana Aberger, Student Services Assistant: lfaberger@fcps.edu 

● Raquel Monterrosa Romero, Family Liaison: rmonterrosar@fcps.edu

● Phoebe Suarez Del Real, Advanced Academics Teacher & IB Coordinator: 

psuarezdelre@fcps.edu 

● Dana Hannum-Rivera, Multilingual Learner: dlhannumrive@fcps.edu

● Angela Perez, Special Education: amperez@fcps.edu
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mailto:tnroberts@fcps.edu
mailto:cbshirley@fcps.edu
mailto:dsmith@fcps.edu
mailto:lfaberger@fcps.edu
mailto:rmonterrosar@fcps.edu
mailto:psuarezdelre@fcps.edu
mailto:dlhannumrive@fcps.edu
mailto:amperez@fcps.edu


At this time, we welcome any questions that you may have!

Question & Answer Time



Thank you for your time. 
Have a great night!


